‘’You have BRAINS IN YOUR HEAD, you have FEET IN YOUR SHOES
you can steer yourself in any DIRECTION you choose!’’ Dr. Seuss
This is a critical issue for our Mangere-Otahuhu
community, where 59% of us are of Pasifika descent
and 80% of our schools are Decile 1 or 2*…

Unfortunately this is not the case
for Pasifika Learners in NZ
today… Many Pasifika students
are underachieving academically
which in turn limits their options for
future success.

In 2012 8.7% of our year
level at McAuley High
School (MHS) gained NCEA
Level 1 with Excellence,
more than twice the
national average – and
above all other ethnicities
for Decile 1* schools.

Pasifika students in NZ
perform well below
students of other
ethnicities, especially
when it comes to
gaining ‘Excellence’ 

* Decile 1 schools are those in the poorest 10% of NZ communities by socio-economic status.
This is important as there is a clear link between NCEA success and Decile levels in NZ.

“As 5 students of Pasifika descent, all of whom gained NCEA Level 1 with ‘Excellence’ we would like all
Pasifika students in NZ to have the opportunity to achieve to the very best of their abilities…”

:
Leueta

Vivien

Tereena

Caylah

Hinemoa

Pasifika students in New Zealand currently perform significantly below students of other ethnicities in the National

UNDERLYING Certificate of Educational Achievment (NCEA). How might we, the Pasifex team, support Pasifika learners in New
PROBLEM Zealand to aim for 'Excellence' as a way of reaching their full potential in their academic studies in 2013 and beyond?

 Developing online workshops
through Udemy
 Invitation to present at
Tangaroa College
 Filming for Tagata Pasifika

 Formed CmPS Team

 Identified and agreed on
project to target Pasifika
Education in NZ: Why the
DIFFERENCE in results?
What can we DO about it?
 Created Team name:
PASIFEX
 Set goals and identified
challenges

 Interview for Talanoa Ako
magazine
 Development of school
resource with Ministry of
Education
 Presentation to 15 staff
from the Ministry of Education
that work in schools with high
proportions of Pasifika
learners
 Presented letter to Minister of
Education, the Hon Hekia
Parata, about our project
asking she consider setting
Excellence level targets
 Shared our project at Auckland
Festival of Education

 Student Workshop 1:
48 keen participants &
5 first time
presenters…

0

0

 Student Workshop 4  Student Workshop 5
 Teacher Workshop  Teacher Workshop
for our own school
for teachers of
Aorere College

We developed and ran STUDENT WORKSHOPS
for Year 11 students at our school…

We analysed 617 Achievement Standards and
distilled them into four key areas of Excellence
Thinking… Our posters are used in classrooms
throughout our school and are available for other
schools via our wikispace.

We developed and ran
TEACHER WORKSHOPS at
McAuley High School and
Aorere College

We presented to
advisors from the
MINISTRY OF
EDUCATION

Our wikispace:
pasifex.wikispaces.com
Pasifika Youth
Conference
National TV Current Affairs show:

Seven Sharp
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Letter to the NZ
Minister of Education

OUTCOME: We have directly

OUTCOME: 100% of
participants set Excellence
targets, 15% gained
Excellence and a further 51%
are on track to get Excellence.

shared our ideas with over
250 Pasifika Learners,120
teachers and 25 school
advisors…

RESPONSE: We targeted our

work on Pasifika learners,
their teachers, parents and
the wider Pasifika
Community.

CHALLENGE: Pasifika

learners in NZ achieve
results well below learners
of other ethnicities.

CHALLENGE: Lower achievement

rates in the past can lead to
teachers not teaching for
excellence.

RESPONSE: We developed and

ran teacher workshops
focusing on teaching practices
that support students to
achieve ‘Excellence’.

OUTCOME: 100% of teacher

participants said they would
use 3 or more of our resources
in the classroom…

CHALLENGE: Academic Goals

set for JUST PASSING
rather than achieving
excellence.

CHALLENGE: Pasifika students

are being entered into classes
that don’t offer ‘Excellence’
credits.
RESPONSE: Through our
workshop programme we
guided and mentored students
to set high goals based on
‘Excellence’.
OUTCOME: All students who

participated in our
programme are in courses that
enable them to attain
‘Excellence’.

RESPONSE: Our student
workshops emphasised
‘Excellence’ as a key
pathway to
FUTURE SUCCESS!

CHALLENGE: Clear link between

poverty and poorer
performance in NCEA that
involves majority of Pasifika
learners.

RESPONSE: We shared our

ideas with our community
through conferences, tv
appearances, magazine
articles, and our Wikispace.
OUTCOME: Over 2500 visits to

our wikispace and the
opportunity to create a
resource for all schools in NZ
with the Ministry of Education.

We have been invited to
develop a resource booklet
based on our ideas for all
schools in NZ by the Ministry of
Education.

We have been interviewed for
an upcoming feature article in
Talanoa Ako magazine and
Tagata Pasifika have plans to
film us in action in early May.

We are currently developing
online versions of our workshops
so Pasifika students throughout
NZ can complete them at the
time and place best for them,
now and in the future...

